Expression of an Escherichia coli beta-galactosidase fusion gene in Aspergillus nidulans.
We inserted in frame the Escherichia coli lacZ gene into the protein-coding region of the Aspergillus nidulans trpC gene and introduced the resultant fused gene into the A. nidulans genome. A functional beta Gal fusion protein was produced. Removal of the trpC transcription and translation initiation sequences from the fusion gene abolished production of the fusion protein, showing that expression is dependent on these sequences. Thus, lacZ fusions should be of use for estimating gene activity in a. nidulans.